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SUBJECT: VENEZUELAN OPINIONS ON SOVIET -CUBAN MILITARY PRESENCE 
IN ETHIOPIA 

REF: USIA 7693 

1. THERE HAS BEEN HIGH-LEVEL GOV APPREHENSION EXPRESSED ESPECIALLY 
ABOUT CUBAN INVOLVEMENT IN EHTIOPIA. 

2. POLITICAL PARTIES LIKE AD COPEI THE MAJOR MEDIA AND THE 
MILITARY DISAPPROVE THE PRESENCE OF THE SOVIET UNION AND CUBA 
IN ETHIOPIA AS UNSETTLING AND DISCOMFITTING BECAUSE THEIR FEAR 
IS THAT CUBAN ACTIVITY MAY BE REPLICATED IN LATIN AMERICA AS IN 
THE SUBVERSION IN VENEZUEALA SUPPORTED IN THE EARLY SIXTIES BY 
CASTRO. THE CONCERN HERE WOULD BE LOWER IF ONLY CIVILIAN 
CUBAN ELEMENTS WERE IN THE QUESTION. BUT THE MILITARY PRESENCE 
IS CLEARLY UNACCEPTABLE. 

3. ONE MUST ALSO TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THAT THE AR LEFT BECAUSE OF 
IT'S IDEOLOGICAL POSITION COULD BE EXPECTED TO BE EITHER NEUTRAL OR 
FAVORABLY INCLINED TO CUBAN INVOLVEMENT. 
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4. U.S. VIEWPOINTS HAVE NOT GENERATED ANY SIGNIFICANT COMMENT 
OF WHICH THE POST IS AWARE. 

5. ARTURO USLAR PIETRI TOP VENEZUELAN INTELLECTUAL AND CURRENTLY 
AMBASSADOR TO UNESCO PUBLISHED ON FEB 26 IN"EL NACIONAL" IN HIS 
INTERMITTENTCOLUMN OF COMMENTARY ENTITLED "PIZARRON" A PIECE CALLED 
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"THE ASPHYXIATION OF EUROPE" . AFTER REVIEWING THE ALMOST COMPLETE 
DEPENDENCE OF EUROPE ON AFRICAN ENERGY AND OTHER RAW MATERIALS, 
INCOLONIAL TIMES AND TODAY, HE NOTED THAT THECONFLICT BETWEEN 
SOMOLIA AND ETHIOPIA WAS IN REALITY ONE BETWEEN SOVIET AND WESTERN 
INFLUENCE. THE AREA IS THE KEY TO DOMINATION OF THE RED SEA AND 
OIL ROUTES TO THE WEST AND A BASE FOR THREATENING THE RICH OIL 
PRODUCING COUNTIRES OF THEPERSIAN GULF AND THE ARABIAN PENINSULA. 

6. THEPOSSIBILITY OF ASPHYXIATING EUROPE THROUGH DENIAL OR 
DIMINISHINGITS ENERGY SUPPLIES IS A "PERSPECTIVE OF CATASTROPHE 
WHICH WORRIES CHANCELLERIES AND GENERAL STAFFS." 

7. USLAR PIETRI GOES ON TO POINTOUT THAT NUCLEAR HOLOCAUST DOESN'T 
POSE AS MUCH OF A DANGER TO HUMANITY AS THESE PROLIFERATING, 
ESCALATING LOCALIZED CONFLICTS INWHICH SUPERPOWERS DON'T TAKE 
PART DIRECTLY BUT DO PROVIDE ARMS TECHNICIANS AND ADVISERS. HE 
MADE MADE NO SPECIFIC MENTION OF THE CUBAN ROLE IN ETHIOPIA. 

8. ASIDE FROM WIRE SERVICE NEWS STORIES ON THESOMOLIA-ETHIOPIA 
CONFLICT THERE HAS BEEN NO OTHER SIGNIFICANT LOCAL COMMENTARY. 
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